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BIG PUTS £15 MILLION INTO IMPROVING CHILDREN’S LIFE CHANCES 
Supporting young children growing up in very difficult family circumstances, BIG Lottery Fund (BIG) is today announcing awards totalling £15.2m across the UK for 17 groundbreaking projects to help transform their life chances.

These are the first awards from BIG’s Improving Futures programme, which will provide up to £26 million for more joined-up and earlier support to families with multiple and complex problems. 
BIG’s backing will see families being offered tailored support from local voluntary sector organisations working in partnerships with public services. Each partnership will receive up to £900,000 over three to five years to work with families whose eldest children are aged five to ten years old. Around 8,000 families will benefit from this round of awards.

Peter Ainsworth, Chair of the Big Lottery Fund said: “The focus of this programme is firmly on the children. They don’t choose the families or circumstances they are born into, but adult issues – such as unemployment, domestic violence, housing or health issues – can have a devastating effect on children’s lives and their life chances. 

“Too many families in difficult circumstances still don’t know who to turn to for help with well-meaning agencies often acting in an uncoordinated way that doesn’t help resolve the problems families are facing. By mobilising all those who can help at a local level – not just big charities, also small ones, volunteers, peers, schools, and GPs amongst others – in a coordinated way, this programme aims to pilot and explore the new ways of improving the lives of some of the most vulnerable children in the UK.
“This programme is about innovation and finding successful, cost effective ways of helping those families, so that their problems don’t escalate into crisis. The thorough evaluation accompanying this work will help ensure that what we learn benefits children and their families well beyond the 17 projects themselves.”
Naomi Eisenstadt, first director of the Sure Start programme in England and one of the experts that helped BIG design the Improving Futures programme said: "What is really important about the Improving Futures programme is that it's going to focus on children aged five to ten years old, who are at the moment frequently being overlooked in terms of support. 
Naomi continued: “The primary school age is a crucial stage in childhood development, when problems can still be corrected before they become too entrenched. If you can reach children in this age group, there is still a good chance of turning their lives around and giving them a better future. I am delighted that the Big Lottery Fund has made this commitment and I am sure it will make a real difference."
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In England grants are going to projects in London, the West Midlands, the North East, North West and East of England regions, as well as Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

In London, Family Pathways initiative in Lewisham receives £900,000 to provide targeted and holistic support to families focussing on children demonstrating anti-social or destructive behaviour as a result of being traumatised by domestic violence or other difficult family situations. One of the more innovative elements of the programme will be run by the Pre-School Leaning Alliance and will focus on helping young children reduce aggression levels by developing empathy.

Val Pope, Executive Manager at the Pre-School Learning Alliance - Lewisham, explained: "Family Pathways is bringing a new evidence-based parenting programme into the country called Roots of Empathy which gives children in primary schools a chance to support the development of and nurture a young baby which joins their class on a regular basis for nine months. 
“This innovative approach develops empathy in children which not only reduces aggression and bullying in school, but also develops understanding of loving nurturing parenting in children who may never have experienced it first-hand themselves. This has had international success, including most recently in Northern Ireland and Scotland.  Pre-school Learning Alliance, the lead partner for the Lewisham project, hope to replicate this success with families in the boroughs of Lewisham and Croydon, enabling today's children to develop empathy and reduce aggression levels, and become better parents in the future - breaking inter-generational cycles of disadvantage and poor parenting."

The award-winning Tyne Gateway initiative receives £900,000 to expand its work tackling child poverty across North and South Tyneside. A successful pilot to address unemployment and lack of skills in the community is being adapted to address wider and more complex issues and help around 270 local families. ‘Family entrepreneurs’ will work with families to assess the help and support they need. These entrepreneurs will be from the local community and will have experienced similar issues in the past. 
Jill Baker, project director of the Tyne Gateway initiative, said: “We found the best way to reduce the number of children living in poverty is to employ parents who have been through the same experience and develop services and new ideas to help other parents just like them. We find that they have been really successful in getting to families that other professionals sometimes find difficult to reach. We have found that the impact of children has been really positive. With this new funding we will be able to recruit more parents.”

In Scotland  four of its major children’s voluntary sector organisations– Aberlour, Action for Children Scotland, Barnardo’s Scotland and CHILDREN 1st  will come together to establish a new Early Intervention Team in Dundee, thanks to an award of £900,000. Over the next three years the project will work with Dundee City Council and NHS Tayside to provide local children and their families with a seamless and holistic support service.
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Jackie Hothersall, Director of Children and Families Services, Aberlour, said: “This project will enable us to combine our considerable expertise and resources to provide an early intervention, holistic and preventative service for over 200 families across Dundee. Our team will use evidence-based approaches to work with families, both before or at the point of crisis, providing help at key times when they can experience the greatest difficulties to prevent problems getting worse. In addition to this we also hope that the project will present a model suitable for replication across other Scottish Local Authority areas, and in doing so, deliver on the principles of the Scottish Government’s ‘Getting it Right for Every Child’ framework.”

17 Regional Awards

· Belfast, Tackling Domestic Violence

· Carmarthenshire, Securing Futures

· Camden, Camden Futures

· Cardiff, Eleri

· Cheshire, Let’s Improve Our Future Together (L I F T)

· Croydon, Croydon Family Power: Giving Children a Head Start

· Dundee, Dundee Early Intervention Team

· Enfield, Enfield Family Turnaround Project

· Hertfordshire, One Herts-One Family

· Inverclyde, Nurturing Inverclyde

· Lewisham, Family Pathways 

· Manchester, BIG Manchester

· Midlothian, Sure Start’s Empowering Families

· North and South Tyneside, Tyne Gateway Initiative

· Sunderland, The Neighbourhood Alliance

· Wandsworth, Brighter Futures

· Wolverhampton, Wolverhampton Improving Futures

Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888

Out of hours media contact: 07867 500 572

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk

 

Ask BIG a question here: https://ask.biglotteryfund.org.uk
Follow BIG on Twitter: www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund #BIGlf 

Find BIG on facebook: www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund
Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out 46% of the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK. Since June 2004 BIG has awarded over £4.4bn.

· The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £27 billion has now been raised and more than 370,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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