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ENVIRONMENT

Introduction
• The environment remains an important issue for many
individuals, but has declined in relative importance as a result
of the downturn.
• Partly, this shift in priorities is driven by the dominance of
economic issues closer to home – such as unemployment,
service provision and, in terms of ethical priorities, the way
organisations are run (for example, recent concerns about
executive pay, tax avoidance).
• The role of increased regulation is also a factor as it can
remove the choice from individuals (for example, with certain
products, such as sugar, it can be difficult to buy a product
that isn’t ethically sourced).

Shift in ethical priorities

•

As the economic downturn
has focused individuals on
their own circumstances and
issues closer to home, their
ethical concerns have
switched.

•

Overall individuals are less
likely to be concerned about
traditional ‘green’ or
environmental issues, and
more likely to be concerned
about issues such as
boardroom pay or corporate
malpractice.

Source: Ipsos Mori Issues Index, Nov 2013

Only 2% of people name the environment as a
top priority – with the main focus being on
economic –related issues

Focus on price dominates
There is also an increasingly reluctance to pay and ethical premium for
something – and a stronger focus on getting value from purchases, with a degree
of blindness to the environmental impact
Proportion agreeing that the cost of an airplane ticket should
reflect the damage done to the environment
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Environmental and price concerns are related
In the UK, individuals’ biggest area of concern is rising energy prices – this has
risen significantly over the past year, as have concerns over the security of the
energy supply overall
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Local schemes – Garden Gorillas

Source: http://www.gardengorilla.co.uk/

•

Garden Gorillas is a not-for-profit
organisation working with schools,
communities, surgeries, libraries and
other organisations to create instant
allotments all over the Sheffield region.

•

These alternative allotments are
placed in non-conventional spaces
such as rooftops, the sides of roads or
roundabouts.

•

They are not privately owned, with the
aim to get everyone to share the work
and the food and socialise together.

Investing in local communities

Emerging areas of need
•

Concerns about the environment remain important to people in the
UK, but resonate most when linked to changes in price and
affordability.

•

A key example of this are the growing concerns over fuel prices and
security of supply (also see Poverty and Deprivation).

•

There are, however, benefits to be found in local schemes that
address environmental issues at a level which connect with
individuals. These schemes – such as using public green spaces for
crops – fulfil both an environmental purpose and a community one.
Although concerns about traditional ‘green’ issues has diminished, it
can still act as a motivator to improve local communities.
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